Comments and suggestions on H5View
Mike Folk, June 13, 2001

Overall

I love this tool!

Tool

In the pull-down menu, it says "h5gen: XML to HDF5".  I would replace that with "XML to HDF5," since the user doesn't normally care was software is being used internally to do the work.  Similar for the "h4toh5."

· It is fixed.

Regarding the h4toh5 one, since they need to give the tool path, be sure to provide plenty of online help here.  I usually freak when an application asks me for this kind of information, because I don't have a clue what to do.  Whatever documentation you use, try it out on some dummies like me.

· Help information is added to the tool dialog.

File

I found that having to open and close attribute windows could be pretty tedious in some situations.  There are occasions when I just want to look through attributes.  Don't have any interest in the data itself.  Therefore, I suggest an optional permanent window for attributes.  Whenever I highlight a new object, its refreshes to display the attributes for that object.  It's the same window you currently show, but I don't have to close it and re-open it every time I move from one object to another.  Since it's optional, I don't have to use it of there are performance problems.

Variations on this:  

· Make the window movable, so that I can move it to a part of the screen where it doesn't interfere with other stuff.

· Have just one window that shows all attributes for all objects, so I can just scroll down the window to find the one I want.  Warn me when there are more than some threshold of items, which I can pre-set in the properties list.

Same for object properties.

· The status bar is replaced with information window which is used to display a list of attribute names for the selected object. The name list is kept in the tree node and it is displayed very fast and does not require much memory to hold the names in the node. I didn’t keep the values of attributes in the node because it requires more memory and updating attribute values in the list takes too much HDF5 library calls.

View image as spreadsheet data

· I thought I fixed it. I couldn’t reproduce the bug.

Show line plot for spreadsheet data

I realize that this is pushing the scope, but this feature is really nice.  Some other possibilities:

· It would be good to be able to adjust the colors and/or background.  It may be my colorblindness, but I had trouble seeing some of the lines in the demo.

· I fixed it but you have to test it. The background is set to white, use common color and thicker lines.

· Another possibility would be to have all the lines be the same color, but label them according to the number of the column, or some label that the user provides.  (Too much work, and probably not a good idea anyway.)

· I would like to be able to plot rows as well as columns.

· This feature is added and completed.

· I would like to be able to select columns (and rows) for plotting that are not adjacent.  Maybe I can do this, but I couldn't see how.

· It is a good feature. Added to the to-do list.

· It would also be nice to do this with arrays of compound datatypes, especially vdata look-alikes.

· It is a good feature. Added to the to-do list..

· Variations: 

· Just plot points.  This would also make it possible to show scatter diagrams.

· Histograms.

· It is a good feature. Added to the to-do list..

Attributes

When I display an attribute, allow me to edit its value.  Just the value.  Nothing else.

Other

I'm confused about when a change actually gets saved.  I know you explained this before.  I think it happens as soon as I make a change.  If so, this is counter-intuitive for people who are used to things like Word and Excel.  One way around this would be to have an option or property that automatically creates a backup file, and if you close the current file without every saying "save" it reverts to the backup file.

Help files.  Could a student do the work of adding helpfiles?
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